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There being a quorum of at least
ten members, the meeting proceeded ..
ith our new committee about to be voted into
place, Interim Secretary Dorothy O'Neill
presented 'Unfortunately, there are no minutes for me to read and
confirm this evening; I took over as secretary in February
2015 with the resignation of Jo Mole. Despite a concerted
effort to locate the AGM minute book as well as the 2014
AGM minutes and attendance register, I have been
unsuccessful. At best, I can confirm that our AGM was
held on 30 July 2014. The Chairman’s report and
Treasurer’s report were read, proposed and seconded. I
have managed to obtain a copy of both reports and have
them on file. Ashley Heyns was elected as auditor for the
books ending June 2014. Membership fees were set at
R120 for family membership and R80 for single
membership. A committee was elected, the members
being Lynda Hoddinott (Chairman), Coney Bundock
(Treasurer), Jo Mole (Secretary), Clive Zorab, Ivor
Bundock, Jill Sysum, Geoff Shaw and Bob Thorne
In summing up the past few months, Interim Chairman
Bob Thorne shared his report saying, 'We have one more
year to go until the half century of our Club. In the last
twelve months, Westville Theatre Club have put on a few
productions including The Ring, produced by Sharon
Watters, I Only Have IVES For You, produced by Dee
Fleuriot and Jill Sysum; and Acoustic Showcase,
produced by Shawn O’Neill. These all did very well for our
Club; The Ring specifically did exceptionally well for the
club and was one of our most profitable productions to
date. Congratulations to all involved with that!
We also hosted The Hinds Brothers and Friends, two
acoustic productions - For the Purist and For the Purist
Revisited, put on by Spot Light Productions and involving
some of our members - and Rocking All Over the World
put on by Rocking Productions and also involving some of
our members. All of these helped bring much needed
revenue into the Club’s pockets. Currently, rehearsals are
underway for Prompt! - a unique full-length comedy,
written by Magdel Brand and Dee Fleuriot; directed by
Dee. A musical pantomime is being planned for
Christmas, to be produced by Mervyn Louw.
But people, we always need more shows, more
productions, more ideas .. - please approach your
committee at any time with any suggestions and ideas
you may have. We are always here to listen and hopefully
help you stage your shows.
We have found recently that putting on shows at the
Civic has become completely impractical. It is far too
expensive and the municipality require almost a year and
a half notice now; and it is just not a viable option for us
anymore - but we are exploring other alternatives.
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We continue to have a favourable lease with the
municipality, and I am busy negotiating with them to have
our roof repaired and painting done, as they were kind
enough to do to the swimming pool next door. Please
watch Cue! for report backs. RSPA Theatre School,
otherwise known as Rising Stars, is still one of our anchor
tenants; headed by the award winning Gill Brunings - Gill
is still busy providing WTC with the next generation of
stage stars. Thank you Gill - please keep up the good
work.
Moving to matters committee, the end of last year saw a
bit of a shake-up of the committee with Geoff Shaw, Jill
Sysum and Lynda Hoddinott resigning from the
committee. It must be noted that between these two
ladies, they have notched up several decades of service
to our Club, for which we are eternally grateful. As a
gesture of our gratitude, I would like to propose that we
offer both Jill and Lynda, Honorary membership.
An interim committee was put in place and eventually
evolved to be made up of, myself (Chairman), Dorothy
O’Neill (Secretary), Shawn O’Neill (Technical), Gill
Brunings (Web and Youth Development), Coney
(Treasurer), and as recent as last month, Toni Kruger was
co-opted by the committee to handle media. During this
time of the interim committee, Ivor Bundock helped us a
great deal as did Clive and Jo until they disappeared into
the northern realms of Africa. Unfortunately, Ivor and
Coney will be leaving for Poland in the not too distant
future to earn much-needed Zlotis so they will no longer
be able to assist us and we thank them once again for
their contributions.
Please look out for your Cue! magazine, which Toni is
now handling. It comes out every month and we are trying
to make it as innovative as possible, so please give us
any news that could be of interest to other members. Our
website has been updated, as has our Facebook page and we appreciate Toni’s work in doing this, and we hope
that you will all interact with these new means of
communicating with you. Please ensure you fill your
membership forms correctly and payments preferably to
be done by EFT.'
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In a final address to our
Club, Coney Bundock,
outgoing Treasurer,
confirmed that Charles
Forbes, had audited the
books for 2014 / 2015, and
that Charles has confirmed
the books are a true
reflection of the state of the
accounts. As our new
Treasurer, Charles cannot
audit the books he will be
running, and will put out
word in his accounting
circles for a suitable person
to audit the books for 2015 /
2016. It was agreed that the
subscriptions be increased; family membership is now
R140; and single member's fees are R90.
Under the heading of General, it was very happily
agreed that Jill Sysum, Lynda Hoddinott and Coney and
Ivor Bundock are elected as Honorary Members; this in
thanks for their many years of service on the committee

and to our Club. Toni Kruger
raised the matter of a
mutually beneficial
relationship in the form of an
exchange of membership with
Durban West Tourism CTO, a
local NPO under Durban
Tourism and KZN Tourism, to
promote activities in our area.
It was agreed that the new
committee would look into
this further. It has been
agreed since that we will
share a reciprocal
membership here.
Show price was discussed and it was agreed to design
the price based on the quality of the show, to promote
family packages and bulk bookings and / or have specific
evenings for children / pensioner specials.

With a by-note informing all present that it is the intention of this Committee to ad-hoc Toni Kruger onto the
Committee for the present year, in the roles that he is already performing for our Club, our AGM closed with a huddle
around a hot tray of warm eats, and a cooler of adult beverages for the now-very-thirsty.
Following the election of the nominated Officers your new committee for 2015 / 2016 is -

CHAIRMAN
TREASURER
SECRETARY
TECHNICAL
HOUSEKEEPING
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
MAINTENANCE
PR / MARKETING

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

BOB THORNE
CHARLES FORBES
DOROTHY O’NEILL
SHAWN O’NEILL
SHIRLEY EMANUEL
GILLIAN BRUNINGS
MALCOLM DIX
TONI KRUGER

Bob will also continue to attend to Maintenance, Dorothy
continues as our ever-inventive Wardrobe Mistress, Shawn
is still our man in overlooking contracts and matters
insurance - and Toni will attend to all matters Membership.

Graffiti gone?
We need a quote / assistance to remove graffiti from our outside wall
If you are that someone or know someone that will quote us and give us a good price as a non-profit Club,
PLEASE CONTACT DOROTHY WITH DETAILS
In return we will run an ad in Cue!, on our website
and across all our social media marketing

Dorothy 083 776 1754
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Another AGM has come and gone
nce again the number of
attendees at our AGM was
disappointing. It's your club
and we are spending your money.
Come to the meetings and have a
say - it's your right!
The low quantity of members at the
AGM was made up by the quality of those that did make
the effort to attend. I thank you all for your time and input.
The 2015/16 committee was appointed without opposition
and will no doubt be detailed elsewhere in this edition of
Cue!
Welcome to the new faces and welcome back to a
couple of old ones! We are energised for the next twelve

months and hope that you will share in our newfound
enthusiasm.
We have given four of our long standing members
honorary membership status for their outstanding
contributions to the theatre club - each of them having
given at least one (and two or more in some cases)
decade of their lives, creativity and hard work to the club.
They are - in no particular order - Ivor and Coney
Bundock, Jill Sysum and Lynda Hoddinott. The club
appreciates and recognises your efforts over the years
and thanks you.
As always - see you at the theatre!

Do you sew?

We have 10 tables and 12 oblong tablecloths - some of these are looking a little tired! I
would like to increase this to 15 tablecloths, and I have discovered quite a lot of black
material downstairs in our wardrobe, which we can use. We have always had a stock of
20 tablecloths and need to replenish that.

Dorothy 083 776 1754
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S

o Coney had amazing
success at World Dance
Masters in Blackpool. 5th
place overall in the finals, and 4th
place in the Senior Duo's with her
partner Gail Byng. Whoop whoop' Ivor Bundock
'I was so proud to have a lovely
dedicated partner to dance at world
dance masters 2015 winter gardens
thank u Coney going to miss u so
much xxx - Gail Byng

You can enjoy our own Dorothy O'Neill performing
in this annual showcase that started in 1991 and is
probably the longest standing annual production in
Durban. The show is presented by the Playhouse
Company in association with the South African
Dance Teachers` Association; produced and directed by Neville Letard and Caryl Cusens.
To book to see this show, go to http://online.computicket.com/web/event/shall_we_dance/931307177

Jayne Boyle
Betty (W) Fletcher
Charles Forbes
JO ANN Fourie
Charles Grey

Ella-May (W) Holliday
Tanith Hollows
Roxanne Leigh Larkan
Laura Michelle Lee-Hillier
Kym Leech
Layle Cathey

Pete Misselbrook
John Owen-Ellis
Gillian Smith
Jill Sysum
Bob Thorne

Dave Burch
Vincent Doger De Speville
Rashid Fataar
Ayesha Fisher
Danielle Fleuriot
Nicole Jade Petzer

Giilian Goldfinger
Kirsten Holder
Sharon Lee Jenkins
Ryszard Maria Korycka
Eddy Mashishi
Cedric Parker
Sue Watt

Johnny Allen Reilander
Jarryd Jeffrey Scheepers
Lisa Sutherland
Geoffrey Sysum
Sylvia Tempest
Francois Vermaak
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Dinner Theatre Basket
Booked to see Prompt! and want to
make it even more special?
Don’t feel like preparing a basket?

I need your feedback -

Please send your suggestions to -

he end of August saw us impressively hosting
Nibs van der Spuy (guitars) and Ant CawthornBlazeby (violin) of Landscape Prayers fame in
two intimate concerts at our Theatre.
Performing together in the Durban area for the first time
in 12 years, we enjoyed this incredible reunion. An August
2015 tour is planned, and we look forward to the
recording of their debut album. An emotional Nibs said,
'When a musical friendship runs deeper and bigger than
the wood and steel, we believe we still have something to
say - which was unfinished twelve years ago.
Adding to the magic, guitar aficionado Nibs put down his
own instrument to pick up the O'Neill Custom Guitar
offered by our very own technical director, Shawn O'Neill.
Hand built by Shawn, and tuned to his favourite Open G
overtones-tuning, adopted by Keith Richards and
favoured by Joni Mitchell, Nibs & Ant's next number
sounded like the home that our Westville Theatre Club is.
We forget that these collaborations are the talent that is
our Westville Theatre Club.

Offering his talent too, our multimedia marketing and PR
director Toni Kruger Media took on a first and handled the
bookings for this event. With a new Book now! and
Tickets link on our website, including our floor plan to prebook your table for shows, the entire event was prebooked with ease. With huge thanks from our guests, a
special Toni Kruger-Westville Theatre Club thanks goes to
Highway Mail editor, Robyn Scott for a splash in her
paper, and continuous shares from our Facebook page.
We look forward to having Robyn as our guest at all we
do.
In with the old, in with the new - directors can breathe
relief that marketing our own productions will be taken
care of for them in the future. We will market this service
to all future guests.

C

atch this interpretation by youth development director Gill Brunings
as she takes her students to the Shakespeare Schools Festival
South Africa this year. ‘Shylock is unknowingly hosting a Frat party
and you are all invited!!’ says Gill.
PERFORMING : 4 & 5 September
STAGING
: The Playhouse Company
TICKETS
: R50.00
BLOCK BOOKINGS (10+) : R40.00

Book at Computicket
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I DID SAY I AM THAT ALL
OR NOTHING KIND OF GUY ..
here is nothing like instant gratification!
Except instant gratification!
I speak for myself, and will risk the generalisation
that as Thespians we all suffer a touch of ADD; now is
nice! Thank you to all who have noticed the work I am
doing in marketing our little theatre; to those who have
taken the effort to mention how great our website is
looking, how easy it is to follow the new links I put in, and
to you who have taken the time to thank me. Sitting alone
at three in the morning catching up on WTC stuff, it
makes it all worthwhile.
A special thanks to all who are interacting on our
Facebook page; this is how it works - but there is simply
not enough support from our club. In the bulk email I sent
out for updates on member details and payment of
membership fees due for 2015 / 2016, I cannot fill the
fingers on one hand in counting those who have
responded or paid fees.
I can't coin the phrase I hear from my own committee
that we are amateur - unprofessional, sloppy,
incompetent, slipshod, clumsy, inept is what my thesaurus
here gives me - perhaps the reference is to part-time and
unpaid rather. You are simply an actor or not - there is no
good or bad actor even - by definition, you can or you
can't.
I have taken on a mammoth task in marketing our
Westville Theatre Club - and as a member in good
standing ad hocked onto our committee, I feel all warm
and fuzzy in saying our club. Along with our amazing
committee, we are re-building our theatre club from the
th
ground up - on this eve of our 50 anniversary; we get to
start again - In with the old, In with the new. My talent is
what I am pouring into this, and talent is the order of the
day wherever I turn with our members.
Every role on our committee is carried out by a member
in good standing applying their talent - accounting is a
talent too - and amongst this we have singers and
dancers and a man that can hand-build guitars. I have
been privy to rehearsals of Prompt! I have enjoyed the
talent of our so-called ordinary members - younger

members in particular - who act with passion, a young
local girl who directs with purpose, directing a play written
by herself and a fellow youngster - that’s achievement. I
have had the fortune to attend performances of our local
Hinds Brothers and stalwarts Nibs and Ant - local is lekker
indeed!
I can only market what is there, and what we have is
amazing; and the thing is, it has always been here! I
appreciate the sensitivity around who was and who is; I
empathise that there are those who have a place here
that are not here now; people who we need for their
experience; but there is no then, and there is no soon;
there is only now. And now we have a lot - more than we
need to take this theatre to the heights that it is worthy of.
We have talent, we have drive, we have passion; we
have commitment - and we have the means to be the best
little theatre in town. We are a community theatre, of the
community, for the community, with the community. As a
non-profit we are allowed to build up a bank balance to be
used in our community as our constitution allows; our own
theatre needs tidying and upgrading. I have recently
discovered that our theatre was built by our members on
land from eThekwini, and all maintenance inside and out
is our responsibility. With the collaborations we have with
the likes of RSPA, Drama Dynamics, Durban West
Community Tourism, and the backing of Highway Mail, we
can make a difference in our community. With the talent
we have in our members, we have the means to raise
money to fix our theatre.
Let's invite our community into our little theatre to enjoy
our first production under our new direction, let's put on a
helluva show - let's get our community shouting encore!
and build on the amazing we have.
This is your Cue!

write your editor

083 953 3041
toni@tonikrugermedia.co.za
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