Westville Theatre Club
June 2022

Its well and truly winter now! We have had some chilly evenings, but the days
are the usual beautiful, crisp, sunny Kwazulu winter days. Winter brings its own
joys especially when you live in this beautiful province. So breathe deep every-
one, and “face straight into the wind” as quoted from the play “Ladies of Spirit”.
This play is well into rehearsal, with the cast getting down to serious learning and
rehearsals but at the same time really enjoying ourselves. See details for
bookings and show dates later in the Cue. Make a space in your diary for some
light hearted entertainment. Please support your club and come to this show
and bring your friends!!! Its AGM time again. The AGM will be held on Tuesday
19th July at 7pm. This will be in “real time” and we hope you will all come out of
the woodwork and once again meet and greet your fellow members. There will
be snacks and liquid refreshments served. It will be so lovely to see all our mem-
bers shaking off the dust of Covid and enjoying a get together with people of like
minds. Dorothy will be sending out all the usual papers for you so that you are
fully equipped to vote and take part in your Club’s AGM. If you come to the AGM
and pay your subs you will get the current rate, so come along!! If anybody is
interested to serve on the committee as a member of good standing, and having
been a member for a year, please Contact Shawn. The committee can also
co-opt members on, so if you are willing to be co-opted as you have not been a
member for a year, please also contact Shawn.

In This Cue— Show dates and booking details for Ladies of Spirit—Feedback on
the Classical and Classic Guitar Show -AGM details.
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Feedback on Classical & Classic Guitar Show

I -

Classical & Classics
This show was intended to introduce classical guitar performance to
our patrons and to assist in training new young performers the art of
producing a show. The cast felt that a classical only production
might not attract patrons, so it was decided to produce more of a
variety music show featuring a mix of classical and other classic
songs, the common thread being acoustic guitars and fingerpicking.
From the feedback, it appears that our regulars were pleasantly
surprised and appreciative of the skills involved in this type of
performance, many patrons coming back to see both performances.
Furthermore, it showcased the talents of two young guitarists
Dylan Erasmus and Tyler de Dominico. This was a
pleasant slant to the show, having young people
performing the timeless classics that still appeal to all
generations.
To spice up the show and to add bit of variety,
Lawrence Sysum, Candice Bowman and Kim Worth
added some vocals to the mix, with Jonathan Payne
tying it all together with the narration
and some humour.
Considering its success, we might
have a sequel in the not too distant
future.
Shawn O’Neill
Show director and
‘the slightly older guitarist!’




AGCM

The Westville Theatre Club AGM will be held on
Tuesday 19th July
At 7pm
Drinks and snacks will be served

Please support your club and come to the 2022 AGM which
will be held at the Westville Theatre Club
Attercliffe Road, Westville

Pay your subs at the AGM and you will pay the current rate.
R220 family—R150 Single—R100 pensioner/student

DO YOU WANT TO STAND ON THE COMMITTEE?? IF YOU ARE A MEMBER OF
GOOD STANDING AND HAVE BEEN A MEMBER FOR AT LEAST ONE YEAR
YOU ARE ELIGIBLE TO STAND ON THE COMMITTEE. SHOULD YOU BE
INTERESTED AND HAVE NOT BEEN A MEMBER FOR A YEAR THEN YOU CAN
BE CO-OPTED ON. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE CONTACT SHAWN

WANTED

WTC is looking for someone to stage a production
in November/December 2022. If you are itching
to produce a show please contact anybody on the
committee

LADIES OF SPIRIT ARE DESPERATE TO BORROW A
MANUAL TYPEWRITER AND A BOTTLE OF QUINK INK!

If you have these items to lend, please contact Jill 083 782 1054



The rehearsals for our forthcoming play “Ladies of Spirit” by Georgina Reid
are well under way. This is a play not to be missed. The cast is entirely made
up of ladies!! And is as follows :

Miss Rowe - Maya Zozulya Miss Cox - Dani De Chazal

Miss Hattie Pye - Jill Sysum Miss Mattie Pye - Kerry White
Miss Danvers - Dorothy O’Neill Mrs Thorpe - Phiwe Filtane

Sally - Simone Grechy Miss Maudsley - Caroline Thomas
Mrs Emmett - Candice Bowman

LADIES OF SPIRIT

y ‘Show Dates:

2

w 10,11,12 & 13 August

Q,; Matinge 14th August at 2pm only

. 1@,18,19 & 20th-August
Curtain up 7pm

The earlier starting time is because of the new water shedding.
WTC will possibly have no water from 8pm—so in order to have
some ablution time we are starting early !

6.30 for curtain up 7pm
Bring your own picnic basket and drinks

BOOKINGS OPEN 1ST July 2022
Contact:
Dorothy O’Neill
Cell Phone: 083 776 1754
Email: dorothyannoneill@gmail.com




10 TIPS ON PUTTING ON A SHOW—Continued

6. Create a Production Calendar. The Director, and Production Secre-
tary, should put together a production calendar, with clear goals. A
rehearsal Calendar showing all rehearsals, extra rehearsals, dress
rehearsals and show dates.. Obviously things can change along the way, but there should be a
we}!‘l thought out plan to begin with. This calendar should be distributed on the first day of
rehearsals.

7. Make the rehearsal space comfortable. Make sure the room is clean and organized. Put
out enough chairs so that every person has a chair, a place to store their belongings and water.
People may think group actors may like to sit of the floor, they might but in reality if you give
everyone a place in the room that is designated (like a chair) they will use their space and feel
calm when there are in their space with their stuff. The room will be easier to manage.

8. Always start and end rehearsals on time. From here it is the director’'s job to guide the
ship. It is important that everyone is treated with the utmost respect, and that time is
managed efficiently. Any actor sitting around without something to do is potential trouble. So
make sure that everyone is engaged and participating while they are in the rehearsal room.

9. Share your process and expectations up front. Tell your cast what you intend o do in
each rehearsal. Tell them which scene you will be doing. The first time you run a scene it will
be "on book" and blocking and moves worked out and noted- The next time it is run it should
be of f book, even if the rehearsal is the next day. Getting off book as you go is far better
than one giant "of f book" deadline in future. This way the actor and director can actually work
on acting all along the way,. If an actor finds him/herself with time to spare in a rehearsal,
you should suggest that he/she might want to work on running lines (rather than spending any
time on a cell phone) Note on cell phones: Unless being used for recording/sound etc. cell
phones should be absolutely forbidden from the rehearsal room. It cannot be emphasised
enough how important it is to set up a high standard of concentration in the rehearsal room,
where the focus is entirely on the task at hand. Your cast will become better actors by being
in the moment, not glued to their cell phones.

10. Stage a Scene then Run Through it. Once you have stage a scene, work through the
whole scene stopping and adjusting as necessary. Then run the scene off book. Then move on
to the next scene. Same Er‘ocess. Give yourself a couple of rehearsals to circle back to
previous scenes, and a rehearsal or fwo to put scenes together. Even if you don't rehearse the
previous scenes for a while, trust that the good work you did along the way will stick. Actors
and directors get smarter about a show as they work on it. If the actors know up front what
they are aiming for, success is inevitable.

Enjoy the process!! All actors respond well to positivity, strong leadership, and a clear under-
standing of rehearsal goals. How your actors succeed is a director result of how well they are
cast, and how well they are lead. When actors are lead by a cohesive, collaborative team of
talented, knowledgeable, well organised and inspired people that are enjoying every step of the
theatre making process, that energy is infectious. If you convey a sense of fun rather than
anxiety and stress, your performers will pick up on that and bring that sense of fun to the

stage, ensuring a hit production that your audiences will enjoy.



FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS :

Ladies of Spirit

10,11,12,13 & 17,18,19,20—Matinee 14 Angust 2022
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PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ARE A CURRENT WTC MEMBER
THERE ARE BARGAINS TO BE HAD FOR FULLY PAID UP MEMBERS.

To pay your membership contact:
Caroline 082 879 0771
or EFT:WESTVILLE THEATRE CLUB,
Standard Bank Westville,
Branch Code 045426, Account No. 25254 8345,
Reference: YOUR NAME AND "MEMBERSHIP”

Family: R220— Single R150— Student/Pensioner- R100

We Need New Members!l Should you know of anybody who
would enjoy being a WTC member, please give their
details to anyone on the committee
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Should you wish to stage a play or a show, please
send your full proposal and budget to the committee
fPor' consideration.
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If you have any news for the Cue, please du E e
contact Jill : 083 782 1054 or jill@ionline.co.za



